266.   LETTER TO 0. S. GHATE

LABURNUM ROAD,

BOMBAY,

May 8, 1919

DEAR MR. GHATE,

I have seen the Brothers' representation to the Government.
If it has not been yet despatched, I hope it won't be at all. It
lacks dignity, it is unrestrained in language and is an overstatement
of the case. The Mahomedan claim includes pre-war questions.
Surely, it is an excessive demand. What I would like them to
prepare is a statement of the minimum of demands. Everyone of
the friends with whom I discussed the question of hijra rejected the
idea and so did the Maulana Saheb. What I should so much like
is an authoritative reasoned statement of the minimum demands
of Islam. I would like our friends' views on the developments in
Afghanistan.1 A time may have come when the greatest wisdom
and coolness of judgment could alone pull us out of the fire.

Tours sincerely,

From a photostat:  S.N. 6598

267.   SPEECH AT WOMEN'S MEETING, BOMBAY
May 8, 1919
DEAR SISTERS,
Not being well today, I shall talk to you sitting. Those among
you who are educated will have read about the swadeshi vow in
the papers. The one thing I have been saying over and over again
ever since my returairom South Africa is this: So long as women
in India do not take equal part with men in the affairs of the
world and in religious and political matters, we shall not see India's
star rising* To take an illustration, men who suffer from paralysis
of one side of the body can do no work. Similarly, if women do
not share in men's tasks, the country is bound to remain in a wretched
state. What conditions can we expect in a country where the
women remain ignorant of the joys and sorrows of men?
1 The Afghan War